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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 22016 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, TH, VS, LA, CB 

SUB J : LIVING CONDITIONS IN THAI REFUGEE CAMPS 

REF: A) BANGKOK 21807 

B) UDORN 1202 

C) STATE 243275 

1. LIVING CONDITIONS IN MOST REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND 
ARE UNACCEPTABLE BY AMERICAN STANDARDS. THE CAMPS ARE 
TYPICALLY CROWDED, POORLY ORGANIZED WITH WIDESPREAD 
SICKNESS, ESPECIALLY MALARIA, TUBERCULOSIS, AND DYSENTERY. 

2. RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF THESE 
CAMPS LIES WITH PROVINCE AND DISTRICT OFFICIALS (NOT 

THE UNHCR) MANY OF WHOM ARE CORRUPT, INDIFFERENT, AND EVEN 
HOSTILE TOWARD THE REFUGEES. 

3. ONE RELOCATION CENTER BEING BUILT IN SURIN PROVINCE WILL 
GROUP 50 TO 100 REFUGEES UNDER A SINGLE ROOF WITH INADEQUATE 
PARTITION AND VENTIALTION WHICH IS LIKELY TO PRMOTE DISEASE. 

4. THE PRIME MINISTER HAS PUBLICLY EMPHASIZED THAT THAI- 
LAND FEELS NO SPECIAL OBLIGATION TO ASSIST PERSONS SIMPLY 
BECAUSE THEY WISH TO CHANGE THEIR PLACE OF DOMICILE AND HE 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT RTG POLICY IS TO PROVIDE "SUBSISTENCE CARE 
ONLY." SINCE THESE CAMPS ARE ADMINISTERED AT THE LOCAL 
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ADMINISTRATION OF MANY OF THEM HAS BEEN POOR. A NEWLY- 
APPOINTED AND DEDICATED HEAD OF REFUGEE RELIEF IN THE MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR MAY LEAD TO IMPROVED CONDITIONS OVER A PERIOD OF 
TIME. 

5. VOLAG ASSISTANCE THOUGH HELPFUL HAS BEEN MODEST WHEN COM- 
PARED TO THE NEEDS. 

6. THE MEO REFUGEE POPULATION IS GROWING AT ABOUT 100 DAILY 
AND THE CAMBODIAN REFUGEE POPULATION AT ABOUT SAME RATE. 
OCTOBER STATISTICS FROM THE RTG SHOW 47,843 LAO REFUGEES 
LIVING IN NINE CENTERS, 20,462 CAMBODIAN REFUGEES LIVING IN SIX 
CENTERS, AND ONE VIETNAMESE CAMP WITH 1,368 REFUGEES. (EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT LATEST FIGURE FOR VIETNAMESE IS ACTUALLY 1,036 
WITH RECENT ICEM CHARTER FLIGHT DEPARTURES.) 

7. THE UNHCR PLANS TO SIGN A SECOND FUNDING AGREEMENT WITH THE 
RTG BY THE END OF OCTOBER FOR $1 MILLION. WHILE NEW INFUSIONS 
OF UNHCR FUNDS WILL HELP, THE KEY TO IMPROVED CONDITIONS IN 
THE CAMPS LIES WITH LOCAL OFFICIALS. IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED 
THAT THE UNHCR DOES NOT OPERATE IN THE CAMPS DISPENSING FOOD 
AND MEDICINES. THE OFFICE CONSISTS OF ONLY NINE INTER- 
NATIONAL EMPLOYEES OF WHICH THREE ARE STATIONED IN THE FIELD 
REPORTING ON CAMP CONDITIONS AND CAMP NEEDS. THE INITIATIVE FOR 
IMPROVING THESE CAMPS MUST COME FROM THE RTG. 

8. THE EMBASSY ISPREPARING A REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN CAMBODIAN 
CAMPS. THIS REPORT, TOGETHER WITH REPORTS ON CAMPS IN NORTH 
AND NORTHEAST PROVIDED REFTELS, WILL GIVE FULL PICTURE OF 
SITUATION. WE WILL MONITOR CONDITIONS CLOSELY AND REPORT AS 
INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. WE WILL ALSO REQUEST UNHCR 
TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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